
Your vision matters, and so do the people who help protect it! 
The optical industry offers a wide range of careers that allow you to make a difference in people’s lives by 
helping them see clearly and maintain healthy eyes. Whether you’re thinking about your future, exploring 
career options, or considering a career change, the optical industry has opportunities for you.

Why Choose a Career in the Optical Industry?
•	 Make an Impact: Help people of all ages protect and improve their vision.

•	 Job Stability: Eye care is always in demand, and the industry continues to grow.

•	 Exciting Career Paths: From patient care to cutting-edge technology, there’s something for everyone.

•	 Opportunities for Growth: Careers in the optical field offer room for advancement and specialization.
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Optometrists
•	 Diagnose vision problems and eye diseases.
•	 Prescribe glasses, contact lenses, and 

treatments.
•	 Require a Doctor of Optometry (OD) degree.
•	 Work for corporate practices or start your own.

Opticians
•	 Help fit and dispense glasses and contact 

lenses based on prescriptions.
•	 Work in optical stores, clinics, and labs.
•	 Training programs and certifications available 

to start quickly.

Manufacturing & Research
•	 Develop and design new eyewear, lenses, and vision technology.
•	 Work in labs to improve vision solutions and medical treatments.
•	 Roles for engineers, designers, and scientists.

Ophthalmologists
•	 Medical doctors who specialize in eye surgery 

and advanced eye care.
•	 Treat conditions like cataracts, glaucoma, and 

macular degeneration.
•	 Require a medical degree and specialized training.

Technicians & Assistants
•	 Assist optometrists and ophthalmologists with 

eye exams and procedures.
•	 Work with imaging technology and diagnostic 

tools.
•	 On-the-job training and certifications can help 

you get started.
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